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Thermaset Ltd offers an extensive range of powder coating
products and solutions. We are one of the biggest UK
powder coating manufacturers and suppliers.

UK-wide reputation
Experience and Expertise
Largest Online Powder Coating Range
Fast Worldwide Delivery
100% Customer Satisfaction Guarantee
Highest Quality Powder Coatings
Transparent costs
Colour matching service

We are a family run business supplying and installing
bespoke double glazing in Sutton Coldfield and
surrounding areas. Whether you are looking to enhance
the appearance of your home with a new window, door or
conservatory roof, we can help.
Family values are at the core of our business and we
believe every customer should expect to have their needs
met – and that’s exactly what Flair do.

The Priory Hospital offers treatments and services for those
that live in Birmingham and surrounding.
The Priory Hospital offers a wide range of treatments and
services with access to some of the latest technology and
equipment. The hospital's facilities and experienced multi-
disciplinary team support patients through their
appointment, treatment, or operation.

VBH is the expert supplier of hardware and ancillaries to
the window and door industry.

They offer the widest range of top quality products from our
very own greenteQ range and a number of other well
respected industry brands.

Whatever your vision and budget, we will ensure that you are
happy with your home renovations every step of the way.
Our dedicated team of office staff and contractors are always
on hand to guide, advise and support you throughout your
project from the planning stage to successful completion.
Our many satisfied customers are a testament to our success
and will reassure you that choosing SSH Construction is the
right decision.





Welcome all to today’s matches
against Birstall United and Monday’s
cup game against Kenilworth
Wardens, two more tough fixtures one
MFL fixture and one Coventry
Telegraph fixture. We have played
Birstall earlier on in the season in
October and it proved to be a tough
game and one we actually never
turned up for and rightly came away
with nothing except a 2-0 defeat
against a well organised and very hard
working Birstall side. They have really
pushed on this year and sit just 3
points from the play offs so we know
how much of a tough game today will
be. Kenilworth are an unknown
quantity to us having never played
them and a side currently playing in
the Coventry Alliance Premier division.
We know both will be difficult games
and ones we need to play our best in if
we are to achieve 2 wins.

Birstall have been hugely impressive
this year and going away to them is a
tough venue to get anything from, they
are set up very well and work
extremely hard all over the pitch and
add to that a really loud fan base that
really do make it a difficult place to go
too. We weren’t at our best that day
and we never showed up or cause
Birstall any problems, it was easily one
of our worst performances in our time
as managers at the club and is
something we will not stand for and
allow to happen to us again. So far
this season they have played 22
games and won 12 of them, losing 5

and drawing 5. Notable wins against
Heather, Ingles twice and ourselves
really does show the threat they
possess and just how they are a tricky
opponent today and one we really
need to be at it against if we are to
pick up the 3 points as we head into
Christmas. Birstall I’m sure will have
their own thoughts on the game and
will be looking to come away with
another 3 points. They have also
shown their ability to score goals as
well as be hard to break down
something we experienced back in
October.

Kenilworth Wardens travel to us after
the first game away was postponed
due to a waterlogged pitch, I must
thank Kenilworth for agreeing to
reverse the fixture to Coleshill Road
which is proving to be an excellent
facility for us with no games being
postponed and allowing us to manage
the number of fixtures that we have.
Kenilworth play in the Coventry
Alliance Premier division, they
currently sit in 9th place having played
9 games and picked up 2 wins and 2
draws and 6 defeats with a -7 goal
difference. Their current form may not
be the best but we have no doubt they
will be a tough opponent tonight and
one we must beat though to keep our
confidence up and staying in another
cup competition.

Can I welcome all the players,
coaches, committee and fans from
both Birstall United and Kenilworth

Wardens, we hope you enjoy the visit
to Coleshill Road today and have a
good rest of the season and Christmas
break.

I write this programme with us sitting
top of the league and still in 3 cup
competitions, 6 wins on the bounce
and 3 clean sheets show the form we
are in and we are keen to keep that
going. We have enjoyed 2 home wins
against Cradley and Chelmsley
creating over 40 chances in those 2
games, our conversation rate has
been a worry though and one we must
improve on. What it has shown though
is the depth that we do have and the
quality across the squad, we have
been able to rotate and rest players as
having 5 games in 13 days would test
any side. The players have been great
though and so far this year have
bought into the rotation and using
everyone across the games we have
played. We have some tough games
coming up and although most sides
have stopped Saturday/Tuesday
fixtures we haven’t, the games have
come thick and fast this season but we
have loved it although it has been hard
work at times and limited training time
has hindered us in preparing for
matches.

We are still in 3 cup competitions as
well and have some superb fixtures
coming up and desperate to push on
in all 4 competitions. The league of
course is our priority and focus but cup
runs and finals are always great days
out and ones we are desperate to
bring back to this amazing football
club. The cup games in the Vase just
show how amazing this club is with the
best members possible. We want to
repay them all and a good run the
league and finals in cup competitions
will allow us to bring the great times
back to Sutton but ultimately make the
Sutton brand and club even more
attractive to all stakeholders.

As always thanks for your continued
support and encouragement, it has
helped greatly and one that both the
players and coaching team really
appreciate. Thanks all, enjoy the
games and get behind the team again
for another 3 points and progress in
the cup as we head into Christmas.

Have a great Christmas all and enjoy
special times with close family and
friends. Its great to get a break for a
few days but I have no doubt Rich and
I will be itching to get back to it.







Sutton United Football Club was
founded in 1947 by three young men:
Frank White, Ken Smith and Bill Walk-
er who asked Squadron 495 to form
an amateur football club. The name
United was chosen as there was al-
ready a Sutton Town and an Athletic
and Green shirts became the team’s
colours.

The team started out in a field off Cows
Lane, Wylde Green, playing friendly
games until the club joined the Birming-
ham AFA. After a few years a pitch was
found on land belonging to James Booth
in Penns Lane. This was used for 2-3
years, until Sutton Town Council provid-
ed the club with a pitch at Rectory Park.
By now Frank White was the only one of
the original three founders left - but Sut-
ton United had two teams and was grow-
ing strong

In the 1960’s Sutton United A team was
in Division 2, the B team in combined Di-
vision 3 and the C team, formed in 1964,
played at Walmley. The council built a
very small and basic changing room
block and the club gained a lease on the
pitches outside the changing rooms and
managed to achieve promotion to Divi-
sion 1.

In 1974 the club achieved promotion to
the Premier Division. The first major suc-
cess came with the Senior Cup in
1974/75 when Sutton beat the mighty
Old Wulfs 4-3 after extra time. The fol-
lowing season the club lost 4-2 in the
Senior Cup final after a replay and extra
time. Minor and Holder Cup triumphs in
1978/79 were followed by the first of
many Junior Cup successes in 1979/80.
The second team were promoted to Divi-
sion 2 in 1976/77. In 1976, a fourth team
was found to play in Division 6 and the
first veterans’ team was formed to play
friendly games. Due to inadequate facili-
ties in Rectory Park, a determined effort
was made to find a new ground and in
1977 United purchased Hollyfield Road
for £5,000.

Sutton United landed its first Premier
league title in the 1982/83 season. Two
more Premier league titles were to follow
along with four more league champi-
onships and fourteen cup wins establish-
ing Sutton United as the club to beat. In
1989 Frank White stepped down as
Chairman after 42 years of sterling ser-
vice and Rob Mansell took the reins.

The Nineties was a great cup-winning
period as the club landed two Senior

Cups, the Junior Cup, two Minor Cups,
five Holder Cups, the Youth Cup and the
Veterans Cup. Sutton United were also
the first AFA team to reach the finals of
the Birmingham County Junior Cup - but
unfortunately lost 3- 1 to Triumph Athlet-
ic in the final.

Another momentous development for the
club occurred in the mid-90s when Sut-
ton United Juniors were founded. In the
five years to the end of the decade rapid
growth saw the Juniors fielding ten
teams. Off the field, money was raised
to build a changing room extension, a
garage, and new showers. The club also
managed to buy a 125- year lease for
the Paddock and in 1997 Steve Hughes
became the third club Chairman.

In 2006/07 the first team won the Pre-
mier league title after a gap of 23 years
and landed the HS Shield. The second
team enjoyed a successful period win-
ning four cups including the Bill Hill Cup
three years in a row. The third team won
the Minor Cup three times, while the
fourth and fifth teams won the Holder
Cup four times in six years. The Youth
team won the AFA Youth Cup twice. In
2007 Sutton United and Sutton United
Juniors became one, while Mike Long
became the fourth Chairman. In 2008,
Sutton United sadly lost their founder
and Life President Frank White.

In 2009 Sutton Girls Football Club
merged with Sutton United. Their four
teams in the Central Warwickshire
League boosted the club’s total number
of sides to 24 as membership pushed
past 350. Full integration took place in

2010, with all girls’ teams wearing the
green kit of Sutton United. In the
2011-12 season five girls’ teams and 13
boys’ teams, plus five senior sides repre-
sented the club.

The first team joined the newly formed
Midland Football League in the 2014/15
season before returning to the Birming-
ham & District Football League in
2017/18. Current chairman Pete Lugg
took over the reins in 2017. By the time
the 2019/20 season came around the
club was once again in a position to re-
enter the first team in the Midland Foot-
ball League. With the team two points
clear at the top of division three, with a
game in hand, the season was sadly cur-
tailed after 14 March 2020 due to the
Coronavirus outbreak.

Once football began again, Sutton ap-
pointed Richard Heath and Liam Burke
as joint 1st Team managers and they
won promotion from MFL3 in the
2021/22 season. The club moved home
in November 2022 to a new purpose
built 3G stadium at nearby Coleshill
Road, beginning an exciting new chapter
in their history. With improvements con-
tinuing off the field, on the pitch the 1st
Team flourished at their new home, en-
joying a successful 2022/23 season, lift-
ing the Fazeley Cup, and winning back-
to-back promotion from MFL2 into MFL1
Step 6 for the first time in their history.
With new challenges ahead, these are
exciting times for Sutton United.











Birstall United Football Club was
founded in 1961 in the village of
Birstall, near Leicester, Leicestershire.
The club began life in the Leicester &
District Sunday League, quickly
establishing itself as a competitive
force. Within its first decade, Birstall
won three league championships and
lifted the Leicestershire Sunday
Intermediate Cup, achievements that
encouraged the club to switch from
Sunday to Saturday football.

Their move into the Leicester Mutual
League proved equally successful.
Birstall stormed through the divisions,
winning Division Five, Four, and
Three in consecutive seasons, before
clinching Division One in 1972–73.
They retained the title the following
year and added the Leicester Junior
Cup South, defeating Oadby ’67 by
4–0. By 1975–76, Birstall had secured
a third Division One crown, setting the
stage for entry into senior football.

In 1976, Birstall joined Division Two of
the Leicestershire Senior League.
Their debut season was remarkable:
they won the Division Two title and

the Tebbutt Brown Cup, beating
Hillcroft 3–0 in a replay. Promotion to
Division One followed, and by 1981–
82, Birstall finished runners-up while
again winning the Tebbutt Brown
Cup, this time against champions
Anstey Nomads.

The club became a regular contender
in the Senior League, winning the
Tebbutt Brown Cup again in 1984–85.
In 1993–94, they added the Floodlight
Cup, and in 1995–96, they captured
the prestigious Leicestershire &
Rutland Senior Cup, defeating Oadby
Town 1–0. This trophy was won again
in 1997–98 (on penalties against
Ibstock Welfare) and retained in
1998–99 with another penalty
shootout victory over Oadby Town.

During this period, Birstall often came
close to league glory. They were
runners-up in the Premier Division in
1998–99, missing out on the title only
on goal difference. These years
cemented their reputation as one of
Leicestershire’s strongest non-league
sides.

The early 2000s were more

challenging, with mid-table finishes
and occasional relegation battles.
However, the club remained resilient,
rebuilding steadily. Their persistence
paid off in 2015–16, when Birstall
finally won the Leicestershire Senior
League Premier Division title, a
triumph that earned them promotion
to the East Midlands Counties League
(EMCL).

In the EMCL, Birstall adapted quickly,
finishing third in 2016–17 and
maintaining solid mid-table positions
thereafter. However, league
restructuring in 2018 saw them
transferred to Division One of the
United Counties League (UCL). Their
first season was difficult, with points
deducted and a 17th-place finish. The
following years were disrupted by the
COVID-19 pandemic, with the 2019–
20 and 2020–21 seasons abandoned.

Despite setbacks, Birstall bounced
back. In 2021–22, they finished 12th,
and in 2022–23, they achieved a
remarkable second-place finish in
UCL Division One, qualifying for the
promotion play-offs. After beating
Newark Town 3–2 in the semi-final,
they narrowly lost the final to Hucknall
Town on penalties after a 1–1 draw.

At the end of the 2023–24 season,
Birstall were transferred to Division
One of the Midland League. Their first
campaign in 2024–25 saw them finish
mid-table, continuing their tradition of
resilience and competitiveness.

Importantly, they added another major
trophy to their cabinet, winning the
Leicestershire & Rutland Senior Cup
in 2025, defeating Heather St John’s
on penalties.

This victory reaffirmed Birstall’s ability
to thrive in knockout competitions, a
hallmark of their history since the
1970s. The club remains based at
Meadow Lane, Birstall, with Paul
Blake-Smith as chairman and Paul
Pallett as manager.

Over more than six decades, Birstall
United has built a reputation as a
community-rooted, ambitious non-
league club. Their history reflects
cycles of triumph and struggle, but
always with a spirit of persistence.
From Sunday league beginnings to
multiple Senior Cup victories and
league promotions, Birstall has
consistently punched above its
weight.

Birstall United’s journey from a small
Sunday league side in 1961 to a
respected Midland League competitor
in 2025 is a testament to endurance,
local pride, and footballing ambition.
Their story is not one of meteoric rise
but of steady progress, punctuated by
memorable cup triumphs and hard-
fought league campaigns. As they
continue to compete in the Midland
League, Birstall United stands as a
symbol of grassroots football’s
enduring vitality in Leicestershire.



Kenilworth Wardens Football Club is a
community-rooted team from
Warwickshire, with a history shaped by
grassroots ambition, league
challenges, and local pride. Their
journey reflects the ups and downs of
small-town football, balancing
competitive aspirations with the
realities of sustaining a local club.

Kenilworth Wardens Football Club
emerged from the broader sporting
culture of Kenilworth, a historic market
town in Warwickshire. The town is best
known for Kenilworth Castle and its
medieval heritage, but it also has a
strong tradition of community sport.
The Wardens club was part of this
tradition, offering local players and
supporters a chance to participate in
organized football while reinforcing the
town’s identity through sport.

The club’s name reflects its roots in
local community organizations and
recreational groups. Like many small
clubs in England, Kenilworth Wardens
was not founded with the resources of
professional outfits but instead relied
on volunteers, local sponsorship, and
the passion of players who balanced

football with work and family life.

The Wardens entered the Midland
Combination League in the mid-1990s,
a regional competition that provided a
structured pathway for ambitious
amateur clubs. In the 1995–96 season,
they joined Division Three, finishing
mid-table with 13 wins from 34
matches. This marked the beginning of
their formal competitive journey.

Over the next few years, the Wardens
steadily improved. By 1997–98, they
earned promotion to Division Two after
finishing 5th in Division Three. This
was a significant achievement,
showing the club’s ability to compete
at a higher level despite limited
resources.

Life in Division Two proved difficult.
The Wardens often struggled against
stronger, better-funded opponents.
Their 1998–99 season saw them finish
13th out of 16, and while they
improved slightly in 1999–2000 with a
6th-place finish, the following years
were marked by decline.

The 2000–01 season was particularly

tough, with the team finishing 16th out
of 18. By 2001–02, the Wardens
endured a disastrous campaign,
winning just one match out of 30 and
conceding 109 goals. These results
highlighted the difficulties faced by
small clubs in sustaining
competitiveness, especially when
player turnover, finances, and facilities
were constant challenges.

In the 2002–03 season, Kenilworth
Wardens resigned mid-season, and
their record was expunged from the
league. This marked the end of their
Midland Combination journey. For
many grassroots clubs, such setbacks
are common, as maintaining league
commitments requires consistent
funding, player availability, and
organizational stability.

However, the Wardens did not
disappear entirely. They continued to
operate at a more local level, focusing
on community football, reserve teams,
and recreational matches. Their
presence on platforms like Pitchero
today shows that the club remains
active, fielding teams in local divisions
and maintaining a role in Kenilworth’s
sporting life.

Kenilworth Wardens’ history is not
defined solely by league tables. The
club has played an important role in
fostering local talent, providing
opportunities for young players, and
sustaining interest in football within the
town. For many, the Wardens
represent the spirit of grassroots

football: resilience, camaraderie, and
the joy of playing for the love of the
game.

Their story also reflects the broader
challenges faced by small clubs in
England. While professional football
dominates headlines, thousands of
local teams like Kenilworth Wardens
form the backbone of the sport,
keeping traditions alive and offering
pathways for players who might
otherwise drift away from the game.

Kenilworth itself has a rich sporting
culture, with rugby, cricket, and football
clubs contributing to community life.
The Wardens fit into this ecosystem,
offering football alongside other
recreational activities. Their struggles
in the Midland Combination mirror
those of many similar clubs across the
Midlands, where competition is fierce
and sustainability is often precarious.

The history of Kenilworth Wardens
Football Club is a tale of ambition,
struggle, and persistence. From their
entry into the Midland Combination in
1995 to their withdrawal in 2003, the
Wardens experienced both promotion
and decline. Yet their legacy endures
in the community, where they continue
to provide footballing opportunities and
uphold the values of grassroots sport



August
2nd Kirby Muxloe
5th Heather St. John's (H)
9th Ingles (H)
13th Bilston Town
16th Smethwick Rangers (H)
19th Knowle (H)
23rd Gornal Athletic
25th Stapenhill

September
2nd Birmingham OJM (H)
6th Nuneaton Griff
9th Bilston Town (H)
13th AFC Bridgnorth (H)
16th Cradley Town
20th AFC North Kilworth
23rd Heather St. John's
27th Nuneaton Griff (Cov Cup) (H)

October
4th Lutterworth Athletic
7th Coventry Copsewood (H)
11th Birstall United
18th Stapenhill (H)
21st Coventry Copsewood (CC)
25th Whitnash Town (Cov Cup)

November
1st Wednesfield (H)
8th Gresley Rovers (FAV) (H)
11th Birmingham OJM
18th Alcester Town (Floodlit Cup)
22ndSaffron Dynamo (H)
25th Ingles (League Cup)

December
2nd Coventry Copsewood
13th Cradley Town (H)
16th Chelmsley Town (League Cup)
20th Birstall United (H)
22nd Kenilworth Wardens (Cov Cup)

26th Chelmsley Town

January
3rd Lutterworth Athletic (H)
10th AFC North Kilworth (H)
13th Ingles
17th Knowle
20th Smethwick Rangers (LC)
24th Birmingham OJM
27th Wednesfield
31st Allexton & New Parks

February
7th Gornal Athletic (H)
21st Smethwick Rangers
28th Kirby Muxloe (H)

March
7th Leicester St Andrews
14th Nuneaton Griff (H)
28th Allexton & New Parks (H)

April
4th AFC Bridgnorth
6th Chelmsley Town (H)
11th Saffron Dynamo
18th Leicester St Andrews (H)




