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First Team Sponsors

We are a family run business supplying and installing
bespoke double glazing in Sutton Coldfield and
® surrounding areas. Whether you are looking to enhance
Fla I r the appearance of your home with a new window, door or

| — conservatory roof, we can help.

e om0 @MIly values are at the core of our business and we
believe every customer should expect to have their needs
met — and that’s exactly what Flair do.

Club Directory

Sutton United FC
Coleshill Road Stadium
Coleshill Road
Sutton Coldfield
B75 7BA

Thermaset Ltd offers an extensive range of powder coating
products and solutions. We are one of the biggest UK
powder coating manufacturers and suppliers.

UK-wide reputation
A Experience and Expertise
Thefmq)et Ltd- Largest Online Powder Coating Range
e Fast Worldwide Delivery
100% Customer Satisfaction Guarantee
Highest Quality Powder Coatings

Transparent costs
Colour matching service

suttonunitedfc.co.uk

ity
f Sutton United Football Club

Whatever your vision and budget, we will ensure that you are
happy with your home renovations every step of the way.

Our dedicated team of office staff and contractors are always

M‘\ on hand to guide, advise and support you throughout your
SSH project from the planning stage to successful completion.

CONSTRUCTION  Our many satisfied customers are a testament to our success
and will reassure you that choosing SSH Construction is the
right decision.

sutton_united_football_club

X @SuttonUtdFC Visit. our
website to

learn more

Chairman: Welfare Officer:
Pete Lugg Mark Moore

. . . The Priory Hospital offers treatments and services for those
President and Fixtures Secretary: Commercial &Soecer School Manager that live in Birmingham and surrounding.

John Potter Lee Cockerill

The priory The Priory Hospital offers a wide range of treatments and

Hospital services with access to some of the latest technology and

ST equipment. The hospital's facilities and experienced multi-
disciplinary team support patients through their
appointment, treatment, or operation.

Club Secretary: Stadium Manager:
Iain Lucas Richard Heath

Senior Section Manager: Academy Manager:
Ryan Lugg Harry Tuffield

Mini Soccer Section Manager: Groundsman:
Steve Billington Stephen 'Trig' Tregenna

VBH is the expert supplier of hardware and ancillaries to
the window and door industry.

Junior Section Manager: Website and Social Media:
Paul Burke Oscar Lugg

They offer the widest range of top quality products from our
very own greenteQ range and a number of other well
respected industry brands.

Treasurer: Social Secretary:
Dave Mitchell Mark Moore

Bar Manager:
Dan Seymour




For more information

The Priory 4
Hospital e

Part of Circle Health Group S T—— m

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

Red Rose Centre
Tel 0121 354 4143

' Can’t spot the ball? N

Get yourself booked at Specsavers

Sutton Coldfield or Mere Green

Perfect Group
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www.perfect-group.co.uk T: 0345 009 4080




Welcome all to today’s matches
against Birstall United and Monday’s
cup game against Kenilworth
Wardens, two more tough fixtures one
MFL fixture and one Coventry
Telegraph fixture. We have played
Birstall earlier on in the season in
October and it proved to be a tough
game and one we actually never
turned up for and rightly came away
with nothing except a 2-0 defeat
against a well organised and very hard
working Birstall side. They have really
pushed on this year and sit just 3
points from the play offs so we know
how much of a tough game today will
be. Kenilworth are an unknown
quantity to us having never played
them and a side currently playing in
the Coventry Alliance Premier division.
We know both will be difficult games
and ones we need to play our best in if
we are to achieve 2 wins.

Birstall have been hugely impressive
this year and going away to them is a
tough venue to get anything from, they
are set up very well and work
extremely hard all over the pitch and
add to that a really loud fan base that
really do make it a difficult place to go
too. We weren’t at our best that day
and we never showed up or cause
Birstall any problems, it was easily one
of our worst performances in our time
as managers at the club and is
something we will not stand for and
allow to happen to us again. So far
this season they have played 22
games and won 12 of them, losing 5

and drawing 5. Notable wins against
Heather, Ingles twice and ourselves
really does show the threat they
possess and just how they are a tricky
opponent today and one we really
need to be at it against if we are to
pick up the 3 points as we head into
Christmas. Birstall I'm sure will have
their own thoughts on the game and
will be looking to come away with
another 3 points. They have also
shown their ability to score goals as
well as be hard to break down
something we experienced back in
October.

Kenilworth Wardens travel to us after
the first game away was postponed
due to a waterlogged pitch, | must
thank Kenilworth for agreeing to
reverse the fixture to Coleshill Road
which is proving to be an excellent
facility for us with no games being
postponed and allowing us to manage
the number of fixtures that we have.
Kenilworth play in the Coventry
Alliance Premier division, they
currently sit in 9™ place having played
9 games and picked up 2 wins and 2
draws and 6 defeats with a -7 goal
difference. Their current form may not
be the best but we have no doubt they
will be a tough opponent tonight and
one we must beat though to keep our
confidence up and staying in another
cup competition.

Can | welcome all the players,
coaches, committee and fans from
both Birstall United and Kenilworth

Wardens, we hope you enjoy the visit
to Coleshill Road today and have a
good rest of the season and Christmas
break.

| write this programme with us sitting
top of the league and still in 3 cup
competitions, 6 wins on the bounce
and 3 clean sheets show the form we
are in and we are keen to keep that
going. We have enjoyed 2 home wins
against Cradley and Chelmsley
creating over 40 chances in those 2
games, our conversation rate has
been a worry though and one we must
improve on. What it has shown though
is the depth that we do have and the
quality across the squad, we have
been able to rotate and rest players as
having 5 games in 13 days would test
any side. The players have been great
though and so far this year have
bought into the rotation and using
everyone across the games we have
played. We have some tough games
coming up and although most sides
have stopped Saturday/Tuesday
fixtures we haven’t, the games have
come thick and fast this season but we
have loved it although it has been hard
work at times and limited training time
has hindered us in preparing for
matches.

Up the Green Army

We are still in 3 cup competitions as
well and have some superb fixtures
coming up and desperate to push on
in all 4 competitions. The league of
course is our priority and focus but cup
runs and finals are always great days
out and ones we are desperate to
bring back to this amazing football
club. The cup games in the Vase just
show how amazing this club is with the
best members possible. We want to
repay them all and a good run the
league and finals in cup competitions
will allow us to bring the great times
back to Sutton but ultimately make the
Sutton brand and club even more
attractive to all stakeholders.

As always thanks for your continued
support and encouragement, it has
helped greatly and one that both the
players and coaching team really
appreciate. Thanks all, enjoy the
games and get behind the team again
for another 3 points and progress in
the cup as we head into Christmas.

Have a great Christmas all and enjoy
special times with close family and
friends. Its great to get a break for a
few days but | have no doubt Rich and
| will be itching to get back to it.

Burkey, Henthy ond Huchs
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Sutton United Football Club was
founded in 1947 by three young men:
Frank White, Ken Smith and Bill Walk-
er who asked Squadron 495 to form
an amateur football club. The name
United was chosen as there was al-
ready a Sutton Town and an Athletic
and Green shirts became the team’s
colours.

The team started out in a field off Cows
Lane, Wylde Green, playing friendly
games until the club joined the Birming-
ham AFA. After a few years a pitch was
found on land belonging to James Booth
in Penns Lane. This was used for 2-3
years, until Sutton Town Council provid-
ed the club with a pitch at Rectory Park.
By now Frank White was the only one of
the original three founders left - but Sut-
ton United had two teams and was grow-
ing strong

In the 1960’s Sutton United A team was
in Division 2, the B team in combined Di-
vision 3 and the C team, formed in 1964,
played at Walmley. The council built a
very small and basic changing room
block and the club gained a lease on the
pitches outside the changing rooms and
managed to achieve promotion to Divi-
sion 1.

In 1974 the club achieved promotion to
the Premier Division. The first major suc-
cess came with the Senior Cup in
1974/75 when Sutton beat the mighty
Old Wulfs 4-3 after extra time. The fol-
lowing season the club lost 4-2 in the
Senior Cup final after a replay and extra
time. Minor and Holder Cup triumphs in
1978/79 were followed by the first of
many Junior Cup successes in 1979/80.
The second team were promoted to Divi-
sion 2in 1976/77. In 1976, a fourth team
was found to play in Division 6 and the
first veterans’ team was formed to play
friendly games. Due to inadequate facili-
ties in Rectory Park, a determined effort
was made to find a new ground and in
1977 United purchased Hollyfield Road
for £5,000.

Sutton United landed its first Premier
league title in the 1982/83 season. Two
more Premier league titles were to follow
along with four more league champi-
onships and fourteen cup wins establish-
ing Sutton United as the club to beat. In
1989 Frank White stepped down as
Chairman after 42 years of sterling ser-
vice and Rob Mansell took the reins.

The Nineties was a great cup-winning
period as the club landed two Senior

Cups, the Junior Cup, two Minor Cups,
five Holder Cups, the Youth Cup and the
Veterans Cup. Sutton United were also
the first AFA team to reach the finals of
the Birmingham County Junior Cup - but
unfortunately lost 3- 1 to Triumph Athlet-
ic in the final.

Another momentous development for the
club occurred in the mid-90s when Sut-
ton United Juniors were founded. In the
five years to the end of the decade rapid
growth saw the Juniors fielding ten
teams. Off the field, money was raised
to build a changing room extension, a
garage, and new showers. The club also
managed to buy a 125- year lease for
the Paddock and in 1997 Steve Hughes
became the third club Chairman.

In 2006/07 the first team won the Pre-
mier league title after a gap of 23 years
and landed the HS Shield. The second
team enjoyed a successful period win-
ning four cups including the Bill Hill Cup
three years in a row. The third team won
the Minor Cup three times, while the
fourth and fifth teams won the Holder
Cup four times in six years. The Youth
team won the AFA Youth Cup twice. In
2007 Sutton United and Sutton United
Juniors became one, while Mike Long
became the fourth Chairman. In 2008,
Sutton United sadly lost their founder
and Life President Frank White.

In 2009 Sutton Girls Football Club
merged with Sutton United. Their four
teams in the Central Warwickshire
League boosted the club’s total number
of sides to 24 as membership pushed
past 350. Full integration took place in

2010, with all girls’ teams wearing the
green kit of Sutton United. In the
2011-12 season five girls’ teams and 13
boys’ teams, plus five senior sides repre-
sented the club.

The first team joined the newly formed
Midland Football League in the 2014/15
season before returning to the Birming-
ham & District Football League in
2017/18. Current chairman Pete Lugg
took over the reins in 2017. By the time
the 2019/20 season came around the
club was once again in a position to re-
enter the first team in the Midland Foot-
ball League. With the team two points
clear at the top of division three, with a
game in hand, the season was sadly cur-
tailed after 14 March 2020 due to the
Coronavirus outbreak.

Once football began again, Sutton ap-
pointed Richard Heath and Liam Burke
as joint 1t Team managers and they
won promotion from MFL3 in the
2021/22 season. The club moved home
in November 2022 to a new purpose
built 3G stadium at nearby Coleshill
Road, beginning an exciting new chapter
in their history. With improvements con-
tinuing off the field, on the pitch the 1
Team flourished at their new home, en-
joying a successful 2022/23 season, lift-
ing the Fazeley Cup, and winning back-
to-back promotion from MFL2 into MFL1
Step 6 for the first time in their history.
With new challenges ahead, these are
exciting times for Sutton United.
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DATE TEAN Wa  cone WL
UGUST
Sat02 Kirby Muxioe A ML W COTTON MANTON' BISHOP LAHB WALL BURGUNDY HAYDEN GILDEA MASSEY* GREEN  FROGGATT, 0. JEEVES, PEARCE, S. JEEVES, HOWARD
Tue 05 Heather St. John's WL W NEE MANTON BISHOP LANB WALL BURGUNDY HAYDEN GILDEA® MASSEY GREEN  PEARCE, S. JEEVES, 0. JEEVES, FROGGATT, HOWARD
Sat09  Ingles I WL W COTTON HEE BISHOP PEARCE WALL BURGUNDY HAYDEN GILDEA' HASSEY GREEN  MANTON, S. JEEVES, GRIGG, FROGGATT, HOWARD
VYied13  Bilston Town A NFL HEE MANTON PEARCE WALL' HAYDEN BURGUNDY S.JEEVES FROGGATT GILDEA HASSEY  HOWARD, GREEN, WOOTTEN, HICK', GRIGG
Sat16  Smethwick Rangers . ML W COTTON HEE BISHOP PEARCE WALL' BURGUNDY S. JEEVES GILDEA HOWARD' GREEN  MANTON, WOOTTEN, FROGGATT, MASSEY, GRIGE
Tueld  Knowle . WL W 0 HARRISON HEE MANTON BISHOP WALL HAYDEN HOWARD S. JEEVES BILDEA MASSEY GREEN  WOOTTEN, FROGGATT', BURGUNDY
Sat23  Gornal Athletic A NFL 21 LEWIS COTTON MANTON BISHOP HICK WALL MEE S. JEEVES FROGGATT BURGUNDY GREEN  GRIGG, WOOTTEN, GILDEA, HOWARD
Mon 25 Stapenhill A NFL 01 NEWEY COTTON HEE BISHOP HICK WALL BURGUNDY GRIGG 0. JEEVES' MASSEY HOWARD  GALLAGHER, S. JEEVES, FROGGATT, GREEN
ISEPTEMBER
Sat06 Nuneaton Griff A NFL 0-2 NEWEY COTTON MANTON PEARCE HICK WALL HINES MASSEY' FROGBATT BURGUNDY' HOWARD 0. JEEVES, WOOTEN, S. JEEVES, DELPORT
TueD3 Bilston Town MFL = &1 NEWEY HEE MANTON BISHOP PEARCE WALL' BURGUNDY HAYDEN HINES MASSEY HOWARD  GALLAGHER, HICH, S. JEEVES, 0. JEEVES', GILDEA’
Sat13  AFC Bridgnorth = MFL D 22 NEWEY HAYDEN PEARCE BISHOP HICK WALL MEE S, JEEVES 0. JEEVES' GILDEA' BURGUNDY  GALLAGHER, HOWARD, GREEN, MASSEY
Tuels Cradiey Town A NFL 12 NEWEY PEARCE HEE BISHOP WALL HAYDEN' S. JEEVES MASSEY GILDEA BURGUNDY HOWARD  GREEN, GALLAGHER, GRIGG, HINES, 0. JEEVES'
Sat20  AFC North Kilworth A MFL 01 NEWEY HEE GALLAGHER PEARCE WALL HAYDEN HINES MASSEY' 0. JEEVES BILDEA BREEN  GRIGG, SPRUCE, S. JEEVES
Tue23 Heather St. John's A NMFL 2 NEWEY MEE' NEWMAN BISHOP WALL HAYDEN BURGUNDY MASSEY 0. JEEVES' GILDEA SPRUCE  PEARCE, S. JEEVES, HINES, GREEN
Sal27 Nuneaton Griff CETC 0-0(3-2 Pens) NEWMAN BISHOP GRIGE S. JEEVES 0. JEEVES WALL, MASSEY, HAYDEN, GILDEA, BURGUNDY

A MFL BISHOP 0. JEEVES' MASSEY MANTON, HINES, GILDEA', GREEN, HOWARD
Tue07 Coventry Copsewood . MFL 50 NEWEY HEE NEWMAN BISHOP PEARCE WALL SPRUCE HAYDEN GILDEN MASSEY' BURGUNDY  MANTON, GREEN', HINES, 0. JEEVES', HOWARD
Sat1l  Birstall United A ML 2-0 NEWEY MEE MANTON BISHOP PEARCE WALL SPRUCE HAYDEN GILDEA MASSEY GREEN  NEWMAN, GALLAGHER, GRIGG, HOWARD, BURGUNDY
Sat13  Stapenhill - MFL 30 NEWEY MEE NEWMAN WALL PEARCE HAYDEN SPRUCE' MASSEY 0. JEEVES' BURGUNDY HOWARD' . JEEVES, MANTON, GREEN, BISHOP GILDEA

A CC BISHOP' BILDEA 0. JEEVES GREEN  MASSEY, HICK, BURGUNDY, MANTON, HOWARD

S. JEEVES' GILDEA'

BISHOP BURGUNDY GALLAGHER, HASSEY, 0. JEEVES, WALL, GREEN

Sat08 Gresley Rovers 41 LEWIS MEE NEWMAN BISHOP' PEARCE WALL BURGUNDY HAYDEN GILDEA' MASSEY S.JEEVES  GRIGG, GALLAGHER, 0. JEEVES, GREEN, HOWARD
Tuell  Birmingham 0JM 23 NEWEY HEE NEWMAN BISHOP PEARCE WALL BURGUNDY HAYDEN BILDEA' MASSEY BREEN  GALLAGHER, WOOTTEN, GRIGG, SPRUCE, 0. JEEVES'
Tueld Alcester Town 0-3 LEWIS MEE GALLAGHER PEARCE waLL' HAYDEN MASSEY HOWARD 0, JEEVES BURGUNDY' SPRUCE  NEWHMAN, S. JEEVES, BISHOP, GREEN, GILDEA'

MFL BISHOP GILDEA MASSEY GALLAGHER, GREEN, HOWARD', PEARCE, 0. JEEVES
Tue 02 Coventry Copsewood A NMFL 25 LEWIS MEE GALLAGHER BISHOP WALL HAYDEN MASSEY S. JEEVES GILDEA' SPRUCE 0. JEEVES'  NEWMAN, HOWARD', GRIGG, GREEN’, LAMB
Sat13  Cradley Town . WL W 41 LEWIS HEE NEWMAN BISHOP' WALL HAYDEN GREEN' MASSEY GILDEA* BURGUNDY HOWARD  MANTON, GALLAGHER, DELANEY, S. JEEVES, 0. JEEVES
Tuels Chelmsley Town FLCup 30 LEWIS NEE NEWMAN BISHOP WALL HAYDEN BURGUNDY S. JEEVES 0, JEEVES' HOWARD DELANEY'  GALLAGHER, MASSEY', GILDEA, GREEN, HINES
Sat20  Birstall United MFL
Mon 22 Kenilworth Wardens CETC
fri26  Chelmsley Town A NFL

Sat03  Lutterworth Athletic
Sat10  AFC North Kilworth
Tueld  Ingles

Satll Knowle

Sat2  Birmingham OJM
Sal3l  Allexton & New Parks
EBRUARY

Sat07 Gornal Athletic MFL
SalZl  Smethwick Rangers A MR
Sat28  Kirby Muxloe

Sat07 Leicester St Andrews A
Sat14  Nuneaton Griff

LR

Sat28 Allexton & New Parks

Sat 04  AFC Bridgnorth A MR
Hon08 Chelmsley Town il w
Sat1l  Satfron Dynamo A MR
Sat18  Leicester St Andrews [ w



MATCH Report

Sutton United 1* Team

M Tuesday 16™ December 2025
Midland Football League Cup Round 3
S S H Coleshill Road Stadium — attendance 141
CONSTRUCTION Sutton Shine Through the Fog

01543 386 157 =4 sshconstruction1@gmail.com Sutton United ' 3 | 0 Chelmsley Town

y 0. Jeeves (32°), Delaney (47'), Massey (81) FT
{Hrl_o) Noakes( 76°)

Sutton United booked their place in the League Cup quarter finals with a
commanding 3-0 home win over Chelmsley Town on a foggy Tuesday night.

Goals from Oli Jeeves, Joe Delaney and Tom Massey ensured a comfortable passage into the last eight,
as Sutton also welcomed back Leyton Hines from injury with his first appearance since 7" October.

Despite difficult conditions, with fog lingering throughout the match, officials worked closely with both

teams to allow play to continue, with Sutton donning pink bibs over their green colours to aid visibility in
the second half.

>, A 3 / ég y )/ / / Chelmsley threatened early, winning a corner inside the opening minute and Greg Lewis had to be alert
g ‘77){(,. - /( 4 afrall at his near post to smother the danger, but from then on it was largely one-way traffic, as Sutton pinned
C fiom &) Chelmsley back for much of the first half.

EXCLUSIVE SUFC MEMBERS ORDER NOW AT BALTI MAHAL TAKEAWAY

L msc#g;gg gg;:‘,cg:gr :II:I;;I:)S')IWEB S home side created a steady stream of chances to keep Chelmsley keeper Connor Hill busy. Hill produced

PLEASE BRING SUFC MEMBERSHIP CARD an excellent early save to deny Oli Jeeves in the opening exchanges, before the striker later fired
narrowly wide after good work from Aidan Mee, who beat Hill to the ball to deliver a dangerous cross.

United were comfortable in possession with Lewis Hayden dictating play through the midfield, as the

Sam Jeeves then went close, skimming a shot just past the post and moments later, Harry Howard teed
up Burgundy, whose effort from the edge of the area was well saved by Hill.

The breakthrough finally came in the 32™ minute, when Burgundy’s long throw was headed on by Matt
Bishop, allowing Oli Jeeves to react quickest and finish from close range at the back post.

Despite Sutton’s dominance, the score remained 1-0 at the break, with everything still to play for.

However, the hosts emerged for the second half with the same intensity and quickly doubled their
h advantage. Just two minutes after the restart, Delaney found himself unmarked in front of goal and
nodded home Burgundy’s corner to open his account for the season.

Chelmsley battled hard defensively, with Joshua Wykes and Charlie Noakes making crucial blocks to

deny both B dy and Hines. And inued h, f their b hi f th
B U S I N E S S N E E D C A R R D E S I G N eSSZin; fell ::Jt;gyl:)r:mygaf:“-:;'::fJ;\rgesaéaﬁ;;t;zl;rfwftl?:::m?a%fnisi?ngyoclos:l;o t?stfﬁl:rsatns?;si; c_:osl with

MARKETI NG H E LP? D ESION 8 MABKETING: AGENEY a volley that flew just over the crossbar at the back post.
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Sutton United 1°** Team Sutton United 1°* Team
Lewis endured a relatively quiet night in the Sutton goal, though he was called into action in the 63rd Season Totals
minute, producing an important save to deny Ethan Richardson’s powerful effort from the right of the Player Appearances Goals Assists Opp MOTM  Club MOTM
area. Joe Gildea 27 17 2 3 2
Oli Jeeves 23 12 1 2 0
Sutton’s pressure was finally rewarded again in the 81 minute, when Dylan Green’s cross was only Tom Massey 28 ) 3 1 1
partially cleared by Ashon Wallace-Agunsoye, falling to Massey who smashed home an emphatic finish Dylan Green 27 5 6 1 1
for this sixth goal of the season. Ollie Burgundy 27 4 13 1 2
Lewis Wall 29 4 3 2 2
The result sees United advance to the quarter finals, where they will face Studley in the new year. Harry Howard 26 4 1 1 2
Attention now turns to league action with Sutton hosting Birstall United on Saturday 20" December in Sam Jeeves 25 3 5 1 2
their third consecutive home fixture, kick off 3pm. Matt Bishop 26 3 4 3 0
James Spruce 14 3 2 1 0
Team: Sutton United Team: Chelmsley Town AxdanMos 26 1 " 1 2
1. Greg Lewis 1. Connor Hill Lewis Hayden 24 1 1 3 2
2. Aidan Mee 2. Joseph McCreath- 35’ James McGrane HaTy Maikon 18 1 g 9 0
; 7 S Hayden Froggatt 9 1 0 0 0
3. Joel Newman — 59’ James Gallagher 3. Joshua Wykes — 66’ Cheirry Barry Reiss Hick 7 1 0 2 2
4. Matt Bishop (c) 4, Charlie Noakes Joe Delaney 2 1 0 0 0
5. Lewis Wall 5. Daniel Scott-Taggart Greg Lewis 15 0 2 0 0
6. Lewis Hayden 6. Barry Fitzharris (c) Perry Cotton 6 0 2 0 1
7. Ollie Burgundy — 71’ Tom Massey = 7. Ethan Richardson Tion Pearce 20 0 1 0 3
8. Sam Jeeves 8. Liam McCullagh — 74’ Deandre Davis i:;l::’m:s 186 g : ; :
9. OliJeeves * - 71" Joe Gildea 9. Harry Jacks’on ‘fatmices Gallaghae 17 0 0 o 2
10. Harry Howard — 55’ Dylan Green 10. Harry Jennings — 59’ Ashon Wallace-Agunsoye Jon Grigg 14 0 0 0 0
11. Joe Delaney * - 59’ Leyton Hines 11. Dante Hesson Gabe Newey 1 0 0 0 1
. Unused Sub: Peter Maguire Dan Wootten 6 0 0 0 0
Management/Assistants: Ben Harrison 3 0 0 0 0
Liam Burke Management/Assistants: Jake Lamb 3 0 0 0 0
Richard Heath Steven Solomon Ryan Delport 1 0 0 0 0
Aidan Jeynes Gary Danks Total 67 60
Marcus Davies Kevin Wagstaff
Evija Stauga Ryan Kimberley
Derek Culling
Match Officials: James Strumidlo, Steven White, David Badger
Sutton United Statistics Chelmsley Town
Goals
Attempts
Attempts on Target
Possession
Corners
Fouls Committed
Yellow Cards
Red Cards
Lewis Hayden Club Man of the Match
Lewis Hayden Opp Man of the Match Connor Hill
Fait 4 i Aol o o
I Thmml'td' CONSTRUCTION P e it 0 MANUFACTURERS OF FOWDER COATINGS CONSTRUCTION Part of Circle Health Group
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SUTTON UNITED

GORNAL ATHLETIC

KNOWLE

BILSTON TOWN

HEATHER ST. JOHN'S

BIRMINGHAM OJM

BIRSTALL UNITED

’LEICESTER ST ANDREWS
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SMETHWICK RANGERS
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COVENTRY COPSEWOOD

LUTTERWORTH ATHLETIC

INGLES

SAFFRON DYNAMO

KIRBY MUXLOE

NUNEATON GRIFF

WEDNESFIELD COMMUNITY

CRADLEY TOWN

‘ALLEXTON & NEW PARKS




Birstall United Football Club was
founded in 1961 in the village of
Birstall, near Leicester, Leicestershire.
The club began life in the Leicester &
District Sunday League, quickly
establishing itself as a competitive
force. Within its first decade, Birstall
won three league championships and
lifted the Leicestershire Sunday
Intermediate Cup, achievements that
encouraged the club to switch from
Sunday to Saturday football.

Their move into the Leicester Mutual
League proved equally successful.
Birstall stormed through the divisions,
winning Division Five, Four, and
Three in consecutive seasons, before
clinching Division One in 1972-73.
They retained the title the following
year and added the Leicester Junior
Cup South, defeating Oadby ’67 by
4-0. By 197576, Birstall had secured
a third Division One crown, setting the
stage for entry into senior football.

In 1976, Birstall joined Division Two of
the Leicestershire Senior League.
Their debut season was remarkable:
they won the Division Two title and

the Tebbutt Brown Cup, beating
Hillcroft 3—0 in a replay. Promotion to
Division One followed, and by 1981—
82, Birstall finished runners-up while
again winning the Tebbutt Brown
Cup, this time against champions
Anstey Nomads.

The club became a regular contender
in the Senior League, winning the
Tebbutt Brown Cup again in 1984—85.
In 1993-94, they added the Floodlight
Cup, and in 1995-96, they captured
the prestigious Leicestershire &
Rutland Senior Cup, defeating Oadby
Town 1-0. This trophy was won again
in 1997-98 (on penalties against
Ibstock Welfare) and retained in
1998-99 with another penalty
shootout victory over Oadby Town.

During this period, Birstall often came
close to league glory. They were
runners-up in the Premier Division in
199899, missing out on the title only
on goal difference. These years
cemented their reputation as one of
Leicestershire’s strongest non-league
sides.

The early 2000s were more

challenging, with mid-table finishes
and occasional relegation battles.
However, the club remained resilient,
rebuilding steadily. Their persistence
paid off in 2015-16, when Birstall
finally won the Leicestershire Senior
League Premier Division title, a
triumph that earned them promotion
to the East Midlands Counties League
(EMCL).

In the EMCL, Birstall adapted quickly,
finishing third in 201617 and
maintaining solid mid-table positions
thereafter. However, league
restructuring in 2018 saw them
transferred to Division One of the
United Counties League (UCL). Their
first season was difficult, with points
deducted and a 17th-place finish. The
following years were disrupted by the
COVID-19 pandemic, with the 2019—
20 and 2020—-21 seasons abandoned.

Despite setbacks, Birstall bounced
back. In 2021-22, they finished 12th,
and in 2022-23, they achieved a
remarkable second-place finish in
UCL Division One, qualifying for the
promotion play-offs. After beating
Newark Town 3-2 in the semi-final,
they narrowly lost the final to Hucknall
Town on penalties after a 1—1 draw.

At the end of the 2023—-24 season,
Birstall were transferred to Division
One of the Midland League. Their first
campaign in 2024—-25 saw them finish
mid-table, continuing their tradition of
resilience and competitiveness.

Importantly, they added another major
trophy to their cabinet, winning the
Leicestershire & Rutland Senior Cup
in 2025, defeating Heather St John’s
on penalties.

This victory reaffirmed Birstall’s ability
to thrive in knockout competitions, a
hallmark of their history since the
1970s. The club remains based at
Meadow Lane, Birstall, with Paul
Blake-Smith as chairman and Paul
Pallett as manager.

Over more than six decades, Birstall
United has built a reputation as a
community-rooted, ambitious non-
league club. Their history reflects
cycles of triumph and struggle, but
always with a spirit of persistence.
From Sunday league beginnings to
multiple Senior Cup victories and
league promotions, Birstall has
consistently punched above its
weight.

Birstall United’s journey from a small
Sunday league side in 1961 to a
respected Midland League competitor
in 2025 is a testament to endurance,
local pride, and footballing ambition.
Their story is not one of meteoric rise
but of steady progress, punctuated by
memorable cup triumphs and hard-
fought league campaigns. As they
continue to compete in the Midland
League, Birstall United stands as a
symbol of grassroots football’s
enduring vitality in Leicestershire.



Renilwo

Kenilworth Wardens Football Club is a
community-rooted team from
Warwickshire, with a history shaped by
grassroots ambition, league
challenges, and local pride. Their
journey reflects the ups and downs of
small-town football, balancing
competitive aspirations with the
realities of sustaining a local club.

Kenilworth Wardens Football Club
emerged from the broader sporting
culture of Kenilworth, a historic market
town in Warwickshire. The town is best
known for Kenilworth Castle and its
medieval heritage, but it also has a
strong tradition of community sport.
The Wardens club was part of this
tradition, offering local players and
supporters a chance to participate in
organized football while reinforcing the
town’s identity through sport.

The club’s name reflects its roots in
local community organizations and
recreational groups. Like many small
clubs in England, Kenilworth Wardens
was not founded with the resources of
professional outfits but instead relied
on volunteers, local sponsorship, and
the passion of players who balanced

football with work and family life.

The Wardens entered the Midland
Combination League in the mid-1990s,
a regional competition that provided a
structured pathway for ambitious
amateur clubs. In the 1995-96 season,
they joined Division Three, finishing
mid-table with 13 wins from 34
matches. This marked the beginning of
their formal competitive journey.

Over the next few years, the Wardens
steadily improved. By 1997-98, they
earned promotion to Division Two after
finishing 5th in Division Three. This
was a significant achievement,
showing the club’s ability to compete
at a higher level despite limited
resources.

Life in Division Two proved difficult.
The Wardens often struggled against
stronger, better-funded opponents.
Their 1998—-99 season saw them finish
13th out of 16, and while they
improved slightly in 1999-2000 with a
6th-place finish, the following years
were marked by decline.

The 2000—01 season was particularly

tough, with the team finishing 16th out
of 18. By 2001-02, the Wardens
endured a disastrous campaign,
winning just one match out of 30 and
conceding 109 goals. These results
highlighted the difficulties faced by
small clubs in sustaining
competitiveness, especially when
player turnover, finances, and facilities
were constant challenges.

In the 2002—-03 season, Kenilworth
Wardens resigned mid-season, and
their record was expunged from the
league. This marked the end of their
Midland Combination journey. For
many grassroots clubs, such setbacks
are common, as maintaining league
commitments requires consistent
funding, player availability, and
organizational stability.

However, the Wardens did not
disappear entirely. They continued to
operate at a more local level, focusing
on community football, reserve teams,
and recreational matches. Their
presence on platforms like Pitchero
today shows that the club remains
active, fielding teams in local divisions
and maintaining a role in Kenilworth’s
sporting life.

Kenilworth Wardens’ history is not
defined solely by league tables. The
club has played an important role in
fostering local talent, providing
opportunities for young players, and
sustaining interest in football within the
town. For many, the Wardens
represent the spirit of grassroots

football: resilience, camaraderie, and
the joy of playing for the love of the
game.

Their story also reflects the broader
challenges faced by small clubs in
England. While professional football
dominates headlines, thousands of
local teams like Kenilworth Wardens
form the backbone of the sport,
keeping traditions alive and offering
pathways for players who might
otherwise drift away from the game.

Kenilworth itself has a rich sporting
culture, with rugby, cricket, and football
clubs contributing to community life.
The Wardens fit into this ecosystem,
offering football alongside other
recreational activities. Their struggles
in the Midland Combination mirror
those of many similar clubs across the
Midlands, where competition is fierce
and sustainability is often precarious.

The history of Kenilworth Wardens
Football Club is a tale of ambition,
struggle, and persistence. From their
entry into the Midland Combination in
1995 to their withdrawal in 2003, the
Wardens experienced both promotion
and decline. Yet their legacy endures
in the community, where they continue
to provide footballing opportunities and
uphold the values of grassroots sport
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August

2nd Kirby Muxloe

5t Heather St. John's (H)
ot Ingles (H)

13" Bilston Town

16" Smethwick Rangers (H)
19" Knowle (H)

234 Gornal Athletic

25" Stapenbhill

September

2" Birmingham OJM (H)
6" Nuneaton Griff

9t Bilston Town (H)

13t AFC Bridgnorth (H)
16" Cradley Town

20" AFC North Kilworth
23 Heather St. John's

27" Nuneaton Giriff (Cov Cup) (H)

October

4t | utterworth Athletic

7t Coventry Copsewood (H)
11t Birstall United

18 Stapenhill (H)

21st Coventry Copsewood (CC)
25" Whitnash Town (Cov Cup)

November

1st Wednesfield (H)

8 Gresley Rovers (FAV) (H)
11t Birmingham OJM

18t Alcester Town (Floodlit Cup)
22 Saffron Dynamo (H)

25™ Ingles (League Cup)

December
2. Coventry Copsewood
13" Cradley Town (H)

16" Chelmsley Town (League Cup)

20™ Birstall United (H)

22" Kenilworth Wardens (Cov Cup)

26™M Chelmsley Town

January

31 Lutterworth Athletic (H)
10" AFC North Kilworth (H)
13" Ingles

17" Knowle

20" Smethwick Rangers (LC)
24" Birmingham OJM

27" Wednesfield

31st Allexton & New Parks

February

7t Gornal Athletic (H)
21st Smethwick Rangers
28" Kirby Muxloe (H)

March

7t - Leicester St Andrews
14" Nuneaton Griff (H)

28 Allexton & New Parks (H)

April
4t AFC Bridgnorth
6! Chelmsley Town (H)

11t Saffron Dynamo
18" Leicester St Andrews (H)
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