STANDING ORDERS RELATING TO MATCH OFFICIALS
1. NOTIFICATION OF MATCHES

The home club must advise the Referee and Assistant Referees the date and kick-off time of the match and the exact situation of the ground at least five days prior to the date of the match. An acknowledgment of this notice must be sent to the Home Club by the Referee and Assistant Referees to arrive prior to the date of the match.
Match Referees WILL make contact with their Assistant Referees before each game to check travel arrangements plus availability.

If the original Assistant Referee is not on the match the Referee will contact the Match Officials Secretary to ascertain the replacement official. Failure to comply could result in disciplinary action being taken against the Referee.

2. POSTPONEMENT OF MATCHES

(a) It is the responsibility of the Home Club to notify the League Fixture Secretary, the Results Service, Visiting Team, Referee and Assistant Referees of any postponement of a fixture. Failure to comply will result in a fine at the discretion of the Board. This includes outside cup matches, whether home or away.

(b) The Match Referee is the sole person to decide as to the fitness of a ground, if necessary, the Home Club may require the Referee to inspect the ground on the day of the match, at such a mutually agreed time with the competing teams as to avoid unnecessary travel by the Away Team. Postponements prior to the match day are only allowed by permission of The Board.

(c) In bad weather, if the appointed Referee is unable to make a ground inspection, it is permissible for the Home Club to call upon a local Level 4 or Level 5 Referee who is currently serving on the League’s list of Referees, or a Referee appointed by the Match Officials Secretary to inspect the ground. The inspecting Referee should make contact with the Match Referee, who should then make the decision as to its fitness. In the case of the ground being declared unfit for play, the home club must obtain a written report from the Referee declaring the ground unfit and forward it to the Fixture Secretary within 72 hours.
3. ABANDONMENT OF MATCHES

Where it is found necessary to stop play owing to bad weather, or other causes, the Referee should wait a reasonable length of time before deciding to abandon the match. A report is to be forwarded to the Fixture Secretary in the event of a match being abandoned.

4. DURATION OF MATCH   

The duration of each match shall be 90 minutes.
5. CONTROL OF PLAY
Prior to commencement of the match, the Referee and Assistant Referees will decide the position of the Assistants for the kick-off and their direction of patrol.

6. TEAMS LATE OR INCOMPLETE – OFFICIALS LATE

a) Referees must report all cases where teams commence a game late or below full strength (exact times to be stated).

b) Match Officials must also report to the Match Officials Secretary if they are late or fail to appear for an appointment, together with a written explanation as soon as possible after the conclusion of the game.

7. ASSISTANT REFEREES OFFICIATING AS REFEREES

In the event of an Assistant Referee officiating as a Referee during the whole or part of a match he or she should advise the Match Officials Secretary accordingly and state the reason for doing so.

8. APPROVAL OF THE BALL

The footballs proposed to be used in the game (at least three) must be submitted to and approved by the Referee before commencement of the game.

9. OUTSIDE APPOINTMENTS

A Referee or Assistant Referee cancelling his or her appointment to accept one with another league without a satisfactory explanation will not receive a further appointment with for one month.
10. NON-ARRIVAL OF NEUTRAL ASSISTANT REFEREES

In the event of no neutral Assistant Referee being present both clubs shall appoint a Club Linesman, if any club cannot provide a Club Linesman the other club shall have the liberty of providing two Club Linesman. In the event of only one neutral Assistant Referee being present, the provision as to which club provide the Club Linesman shall be decided by the toss of a coin, in the presence of the Referee and an official from both clubs.

11. ARRIVAL FOR APPOINTMENTS

Match Officials should arrive in good time for their appointments, the Board consider that Match Officials should arrive at the ground at least 1 hour prior to the commencement of the game. It is the responsibility of the home club to ensure that the match official’s dressing rooms are open and available at least one hour prior to the advertised kick off time.

12. CONFIRMATION OF FIXTURES

(a) Referees and Assistant Referees will not normally be required to confirm appointments on monthly fixture lists received from the League. However, Match Officials will be called upon to confirm on early and late season appointments as indicated by the Match Officials Secretary.

(b) If UNABLE to accept their appointments match officials must notify the APPOINTMENTS SECRETARY within 3 days from the receipt of each monthly fixture list.

(c) All Match Officials will be sent a copy of the monthly fixture list, if this is not received by the first day of the month to which the fixtures refer (with the exception of August) the Match Officials Secretary must be notified immediately.

(d) During the season Match Officials will be called upon to notify the Match Officials Secretary as to their availability during the holiday season, at Bank Holidays and evening matches.
13. OPEN DATES FOR APPOINTMENTS

(a) Referees included on the list of officials of the Contributory League system will be allocated appointments in conjunction with the appointments of the Contributory system.

(b) Referees (not included in the Contributory system and Assistant Referees may submit standing dates for the season to the Match Officials Secretary. Match Officials are to notify the Match Officials Secretary by the FIRST Friday in each month of the dates they are unavailable for the following month.

(c) Officials having submitted open dates to the League Match Officials Secretary (either in writing monthly or by standing arrangement) and who are not allocated an appointment on the monthly fixture lists will remain on call for the date specified for emergency appointments, unless these dates are cancelled (in writing) to the Match Officials Secretary.

(d) The Match Officials Secretary will not appoint Referees or Assistant Referees who fail to comply.

14. NOTIFICATION OF TEAMS TO REFEREE & OPPONENTS

The attention of all referees is drawn to League Rules. If any club fails to comply with these rules Referees should report the facts to the Referee Liaison Officer.

15. REFEREE REPORT FORMS

All Referees must complete a Report of Match Form (as supplied) and send completed form to the Referee Liaison Officer within five days of the date of the match. Failure to comply could result in disciplinary action taken against the Referee concerned.

16. MATCH FEES
Midland Football League Cup Fees shall be the same as Premier Division fees, all other cup competitions shall be the same as all other divisions.
