 GROUND GRADING REQUIREMENTS FOR DIVISION 2                                 
NB When considering any developments of the ground to comply with the requirements of this grade, clubs are recommended to bear in mind the criteria for higher gradings which might be achieved for minimal additional expense.
1.
GROUND

The League has adopted a level of Ground Grading commensurate with its position in the National League System.

Clubs must meet the minimum standards as laid down for the Division in which they play.  

Clubs seeking to join the Competition must meet the minimum standards by the end of May preceding the start of the New Season.
Failure to meet the minimum standards as laid down may result in applications to join the competition being rejected, or Promotion to a higher division being turned down.  

In addition, financial penalties may be imposed at the discretion of the Board upon current Member Clubs for failing to meet the required standards.

SECTION 1- PLAYING FACILITIES


1.      PLAYING AREA (MINIMUM)



(a) 
Size (metres)      

             
100 x 64

(b) Goal Posts and Net Supports to be of professional manufacture in accordance with the Laws of the Game.

(c) The shortest distance between touchline, goal line and perimeter barrier is 1.83 metres.

(d) The playing area shall be within a reasonable distance from the dressing room complex.

2.  PLAYING SURFACE STANDARD (GRASS)

Must be flat and of good standard and free from surface depressions or excess undulation.




3.     TRAINERS BOXES (“DUGOUTS”)
Clearly marked “HOME” and “AWAY” at least 3 metres apart at the halfway line, wherever practical. Each box is to seat no less than 8 persons (4 metres).  
4.    TECHNICAL AREA



Clearly marked in accordance with the Laws of the Game

5.   PERIMETER BARRIER

   
A post and rail spectator barrier of solid construction, minimum height 1.14 metres (4 feet), must be provided on all 4 sides of the playing area. For those Clubs that share with other sports (cricket etc.) it is permissible on the 4th side (cricket square side) to utilise “sleepers” which may be removed during the cricket season and replaced with adequate rope. The sleepers must be reinstalled immediately the cricket season ends on the ground.
6.  PITCH MAINTENANCE

A grounds man, or contractor, along with a suitable line marker must be employed, markings to be in white.

7. ADJOINING PITCHES

Where deemed that they are likely to interfere with the playing of a match, ball games will not be played on adjoining pitches whilst league and cup matches are in progress

SECTION 2- STADIUM FACILITIES
1.   TERRACING






Where terracing is provided, it must comply with the requirements of the Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds. All terracing must be in a sound condition. Terracing that is crumbling, has grass/weeds growing through it or has broken or loose concrete will not be accepted.  

Hard standing to a minimum width of 1 metre, measured from the spectator side of the pitch perimeter barrier, must be provided on 2 sides of the ground, unless a different configuration exists. The surface must be of a bound material. The surface must be tarmac, concrete, concrete paving or other approved materials which create a bound material.
2.  MAIN SPECTATOR STAND
Must be constructed of Timber/Steel/Brick/Concrete, or any combination and have standing cover for at least 100 people. Seating, if provided must afford an uninterrupted view. It is recommended that at least 25 sq metres be allowed for standing spectators. This is obviously in addition to seated spectator area.

3.   SPECTATOR TOILET FACILITIES
(a) Gents must have 1 Urinal, 1 hand basin & 1 w.c.
(b) Ladies must have 1 hand basin & 1 w.c.
Warm air hand driers and/or paper towels must be provided
The above may be situated in an onsite Social Club
4.  PAYBOX

There should be at least 1 fully operational turnstile (which must be of the revolving type) or a pay box where a charge for entry to the ground can be taken. In both cases consideration should be given to the structure affording protection to the operator. 

5. DRESSING ROOMS
A. PLAYERS (SEPARATE HOME and AWAY)

a) Minimum size (sq. metres)


12    (Excluding shower and toilet areas)

b) Number of shower heads


3

c) Number of w.c.’s per d/r

 

1

d) Number of hand basins per   d/r
 

1

e) Massage table




YES

f) Stretcher available at all times


YES
The shower facilities must be located adjacent to but not necessarily in the changing area and must not be accessible to the general public. 

Shared shower facilities are not acceptable. 
Toilet facilities do not necessarily need to be situated in the dressing room but must not be accessible to the general public.

B.     MATCH OFFICIALS

a) Minimum Size (sq. metres)

 
5
b) Number of shower heads


1

c) Number of w.c.’s

 
 
1

d) Number of hand basins

 

1
There must be an audible electronic warning device (bell or buzzer) in working order located in the match officials’ dressing room, and which is linked to the players’ dressing rooms. 

ALL DRESSING ROOMS MUST BE HEATED, WELL VENTILATED, FREE FROM DAMP AND IN GOOD DECORATIVE ORDER. THEY MUST NOT BE USED AS STORE ROOMS ON MATCH DAYS.

6.    CONTACT TELEPHONE must be available



7.   VISITING OFFICIALS HOSPITALITY     



A private room, or a private allocated area, for use at half time and full time for entertaining visiting officials. Provision of refreshments at the half-time interval and at full time for visiting officials.

8.   MATCH OFFICIAL/PLAYER HOSPITALITY   



Tea* should be provided before the match at half time and full time in dressing rooms. At the conclusion of the game reasonable refreshments should be provided. * If cold drinks are required, agreement should be reached prior to the game.

9.   GROUND REFRESHMENTS

     


Hot and Cold refreshments must be provided for spectators.
10.  PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM Not Compulsory


Where provided, must be installed with adequate speaker output to relay information to all spectator areas.

11.  AMBULANCE ACCESS


      



Unrestricted access must be available at all times.
12.  ADMISSION CHARGES

Minimum £1 (where charged)
13.  DISABLED FACILITIES 

A club must take full account of the needs of disabled spectators and be mindful of its obligations under the provisions of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995. Reference should be made to the publications / data sheets issued by both The Football Association and the Football Foundation.

No specific requirement is currently included in the ground grading criteria but The Football Association strongly recommends that access is provided to both a covered viewing area and toilet and refreshment facilities.  
SECTION 3 
1. FLOODLIGHTING is not compulsory  
Where floodlighting is provided the minimum average LUX value is 120, and is obtained from 88 readings taken on a grid system provided by the League. No single reading can be less than 25% of the highest. Clubs must employ a contractor, approved by the League, to carry out the survey and complete the report, which must be submitted to the League Secretary. LUX certificates are valid for 2 years from date of report. 

2.  EMERGENCY LIGHTING



Whilst their installation is strongly recommended, neither working nor emergency lighting is any longer a grading requirement. Clubs are reminded that they have a responsibility to ensure the safety of spectators entering, leaving and moving about the ground and, if a ground is used in non-daylight hours, adequate artificial lighting should be provided. Further, consideration must be given by a club to it’s procedures in the event of a power failure.
.  
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